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Girish Behal has more than 16 years’ experience in the utility sector. In his role at the New York Power 
Authority, he leads the project development team developing and advancing energy storage, renewable, and 
transmission projects. 

Before joining the Power Authority, he supported o�shore and onshore wind developers in the Northeast 
and California with grid connection analysis and strategy. 

At SNC-Lavalin he worked on a variety of transmission projects, including several FERC 1000 proposals. 

At Eversource (previously Northeast Utilities) he worked on large transmission projects like the Bethel-
Norwalk 345-kV Transmission project, which consisted of overhead transmission, underground transmission, 
and green�eld/brown�eld substation upgrades . He later led several high-voltage substation and 
transmission projects at the organization, as well as CIP implementation and an IEC 61850 technology and 
change management initiative.

Girish Behal

Project role
Development and 
construction

Firm
New York Power Authority

Education
MBA, Business 
Administration and 
Management - General, 
University of Rochester 
Simon Business School

MSEE, Electrical 
Engineering, Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute

Civil Engineering, The Ohio 
State University

Bachelor of Engineering, 
Civil Engineering, The 
Maharaja Sayajirao 
University of Baroda
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Je� T . Blau is a founding partner of Forward Power and energyRe, and Chief Executive O�cer and a partner 
of Related Companies. At Related, he has been responsible for directing and overseeing new developments 
worth over $60 billion in virtually every sector of the real estate industry, with a strong emphasis on 
sustainability and environmentally responsible development. 

As CEO of Related, he is responsible for the strategic direction of the company, overall management of 
the �rm, the pursuit of new development opportunities, corporate acquisitions, and �nancing activities 
across all business platforms. Under his leadership, Related continuously advances the sustainable design, 
construction, and management of its projects.

Related is the largest private owner and preservationist of a�ordable housing in the country. Under Je�’s 
leadership, all a�ordable housing preservation acquisitions nationally are assessed for potential energy 
savings, water savings, and occupant health improvements prior to purchase. All of Related’s a�ordable 
housing renovation programs target a minimum of 15% energy e�ciency improvements and 15% water usage 
reductions. 

In addition to his work at energyRe and Related, Je� serves on the Board of Directors of Equinox Holdings, 
Inc., the Central Park Conservancy, the New York City Partnership Fund, Robin Hood, the Urban Land 
Institute, the Association for a Better New York, the Union Square Partnership, the Real Estate Roundtable, 
Wharton Graduate School, University of Michigan, Trinity School, and Mount Sinai Medical Center. He was 
named to Crain’s New York’s New In�uentials list of 25 leaders reshaping New York.

Je� Blau completed his undergraduate studies at the University of Michigan and received a master’s degree 
in business administration from the Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania.

Je� Blau

Project role
Clean Path New York 
Steering Committee

Firm
energyRe

Education
MBA, Wharton School of the 
University of Pennsylvania

BBA, University of Michigan
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Beth Conley currently heads Invenergy’s Communications team as Vice President. She leads both internal 
communication e�orts across the company and external e�orts, such as content management and media 
engagement, that support Invenergy’s large portfolio of clean energy projects. 

Beth joined Invenergy in 2018. Prior to serving as Vice President, she held multiple positions as Senior 
Manager, Strategic Communications and Director, Communications. 

Beth has been working in renewable development in the Midwest for nearly a decade. In 2019, she was 
honored as one of Midwest Energy News’ 40 under 40. This award recognizes 40 emerging leaders in the 
region for their work in America’s transition to a clean energy economy.  

Before joining Invenergy, Beth held positions on Clean Line Energy Partners’ Public and Government 
A�airs team and at the Iowa Economic Development Authority, where she gained experience in project 
management, recruiting wind component manufactures and suppliers to the state of Iowa, and in 
government a�airs and project development on interstate transmission projects.

After earning a bachelor of arts degree in sociology, Beth served as an education volunteer in the Peace 
Corps in Guinea, West Africa. Beth also holds a master’s degree in public administration from Drake 
University. 

Beth Conley

Project role
Government a�airs and 
communications

Firm
Invenergy

Education
MPA, Drake University

BA, Sociology, Drake 
University
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Justin Driscoll advises and represents the New York Power Authority in all legal matters. He provides 
strategic counsel to the CEO, Board of Trustees, senior executives, and the Governor’s O�ce regarding 
the company’s industry-leading role in renewable energy project development, land-based and o�shore 
transmission, electric vehicle charging infrastructure, and energy storage. He leads the company’s wholesale 
power market and regulatory e�orts and its FERC hydropower licensing, legislative, and government 
relations activity. 

A member of the company’s Executive Committee, Justin provides legal and policy advice to the Chairman, 
Trustees, President, and senior management. He also supervises the activities of the Hydropower Licensing 
Group, the Regulatory/Energy Markets functions, Legislative and Community A�airs Group, the Corporate 
Secretary, and the Chief Ethics and Compliance O�cer. He serves on the Enterprise Risk Management 
Committee and is management’s liaison to the Cyber and Physical Security Committee of the Board of 
Trustees.

Before joining the Power Authority, Justin represented clients including Fortune 500 companies, 
governmental entities, and energy companies in complex commercial litigation and regulatory matters. 

Justin serves on the Board of Directors of New York City’s Urban Green Council and is a member of the 
World Resources Institute’s Global Energy Advisory Board in Washington, DC.

Justin Driscoll

Project role
Government a�airs and 
communications

Firm
New York Power Authority

Education
JD, New York Law School

BA, International Relations 
and Public A�airs, American 
University
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Luke Falk serves as Vice President of energyRe, overseeing the company’s new development projects 
including renewable generation, transmission, and energy management services.   

Luke is also Vice President at Related Companies, where he is responsible for energy and overall 
sustainability performance for all of Related’s development projects, including large-scale, mixed-use 
developments like Hudson Yards (11 million square feet), Santa Clara (5 million square feet), and Brent Cross 
South London (10 million square feet). In this capacity he led the development of clean energy generation 
projects including cogeneration plants, building-mounted and large-scale PV, and the largest energy storage 
system in New York City at Gateway Center Mall in Brooklyn. He led the energy and sustainability program 
for over a dozen LEED-certi�ed buildings representing more than $10 billion in capital investment. These 
included the House at Cornell Tech on Roosevelt Island, the largest Passive House-certi�ed building in the 
world.

From 2010 to 2019, Luke was an adjunct member of the faculty of Columbia University’s graduate-level 
Sustainability Management program, a joint venture between the Earth Institute and its School of Continuing 
Education. He previously taught at Cooper Union’s School of Continuing Education. 

Prior to joining Related, Luke was a Senior Project Manager for the New York State Energy Research and 
Development Authority (NYSERDA), where he managed programs with a combined budget of $250 million 
aimed at promoting the adoption of clean energy in multifamily housing. While at NYSERDA he was part of 
the national working group that led the development of US EPA’s Energy Star label for high-rise multifamily 
buildings. He also provided data and insights that informed the development of New York City’s energy 
disclosure policy and other city e�orts to deliver more e�cient buildings .

He holds a master’s degree in urban planning from New York University and a bachelor’s degree in English 
from Colorado College. 

Luke Falk

Project role
Development

Firm
energyRe

Education
MUP, Urban Planning, New 
York University

BA, English, Colorado 
College
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Glenn A. Goldstein is Executive Vice President of Development at energyRe and President of Related Retail. 
As President of Related Retail, and in conjunction with other Related principals, Glenn was instrumental in the 
development of the 720,000-leasable-square-foot Shops & Restaurants at Hudson Yards. One of New York 
City’s premier locations for fashion and dining, Hudson Yards is Manhattan’s �rst LEED Gold Neighborhood 
Development and one of the most sustainable, connected, and forward-thinking urban neighborhoods in the 
country.

Prior to his work at Hudson Yards, Glenn led the development of several large-scale retail destinations. 
These included Gateway Center phases I and II, with over 1.2 million square feet of retail and a 4.8 MW/16.4 
MWh battery, in partnership with Enel X, that supports the local grid with its energy reserve, improving 
network reliability and contributing to New York’s plans to deploy 3 GW of energy storage by 2030 in East 
New York. Glenn has also led the development of the Bronx Terminal Market, o�ering one million square 
feet of retail directly adjacent to the Major Deegan Highway and minutes from Yankee Stadium in the Bronx; 
College Point Retail Center, a 330,000-square-foot shopping center in College Point, Queens; Clifton 
Commons, a 450,000-square-foot retail and entertainment complex in Clifton, NJ; and the Hub O�ce and 
Retail Complex in the Bronx, a 172,000-square-foot o�ce and retail development.  

With over 25 years of experience in development and complex legal matters, Glenn and the Related Retail 
division bring expertise to every element of the development process, including site acquisition and planning 
approvals, �nancing, construction, sustainable design, leasing, and property management. 

Glenn Goldstein joined Related in 1994 as Assistant General Counsel, after having served as an associate in 
the real estate practice group of the law �rm Shearman & Sterling. He received a BA degree from Brandeis 
University and a JD from St. John’s University School of Law. He is currently serving on the Advisory Board of 
the James A. Graaskamp Center for Real Estate.

Glenn Goldstein

Project role
Program management and 
�nancing structuring

Firm
energyRe

Education
JD, St. John's University 
School of Law

BA, Brandeis University
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Emad Lotfalla is Executive Vice President of Design and Construction for Related Companies. He is 
responsible for leading all design and construction e�orts for the Hudson Yards development, Manhattan’s 
�rst LEED Gold Neighborhood Development, and providing strategic advice to the senior executive team 
across Related’s global development portfolio. Focused on advancing the design and construction of 
properties to reduce their environmental impact, Emad continues Related’s commitment to exclusively 
develop sustainable projects to meet or exceed LEED Silver certi�cation. 

Emad brings over 35 years of experience in design and construction, having successfully managed the 
construction of over 12 million square feet in all asset classes, including high-rise commercial o�ce and 
residential buildings, hospitals, academic facilities, aviation and infrastructure, and high-pro�le cultural 
facilities. Prior to joining Related Companies in 2013, Emad served as construction executive and principal in 
charge for several major construction projects throughout New York City, which included the World 
Trade Center Transportation Hub, the Whitney Museum, JetBlue’s Terminal 5 at JFK, Delta Airlines 
expansion of Terminal 4 at JFK, the Silberman School of Social Work at Hunter College, and the King’s 
County Family Court. 

Emad is a registered architect in the State of New York and holds bachelor’s degrees in Architecture and 
Engineering from Ain Shams University in Cairo, Egypt.

Emad Lotfalla

Project role
Design and construction

Firm
energyRe

Education
Bachelor's degree, 
Architecture and 
Engineering, Ain Shams 
University (Cairo, Egypt)
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Charles John O’Byrne is Executive Vice President of Policy at energyRe and Executive Vice President for 
Policy at Related Companies. He serves in a leadership role on a wide range of assignments involving 
government a�airs on the federal, state and local levels; labor issues; litigation matters; and questions 
of strategy on projects within the Related portfolio, including environmentally conscious real estate 
developments and pioneering urban energy solutions that address increasing demands on cities.

Charles was trained as an attorney, and his career prior to joining Related involved government, religion, 
academia, and business. A former Jesuit, he worked at Columbia and Harvard universities as a chaplain and 
teaching fellow. He also served as Associate General Counsel for the Archdiocese of New York.

Charles spent more than �ve years in state service acting as Chief of Sta� to the Senate Minority Leader, 
Chief of Sta� to the Lieutenant Governor, and Secretary to former Governor David A. Paterson: the highest 
appointed o�ce in the state’s executive branch . He has long been active in charitable and philanthropic 
works. 

In 2016, he was named one of the 50 most powerful and in�uential New Yorkers in politics and business by 
City & State in its “50 Over 50” list.

Charles earned a BA summa cum laude from Columbia College, where he majored in history and studied 
Chinese philosophy. He received a JD degree from the Columbia University School of Law, where he was 
named to the International Fellows Program. He holds a master’s degree in divinity with distinction, and an 
STL degree in theology from the Weston Jesuit School.

Charles O'Byrne
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Government a�airs and 
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JD, Columbia University

Masters in Divinity, 
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BA, History, Columbia 
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With more than 40 years’ experience in the energy industry, Michael Polsky is widely recognized as a 
pioneer and industry leader in the cogeneration and independent power industry in North America. The 
founder of three successful privately held companies, Michael is founder and CEO of Invenergy and co-CEO 
of Forward Power. 

Michael founded Invenergy, a leading clean energy company, in 2001. Under his leadership, Invenergy has 
grown to be the largest privately held renewable energy developer and operator in the world. Invenergy 
has successfully developed over 27 gigawatts of wind, solar, and natural gas power generation and energy 
storage projects across the Americas, Europe, and Asia, and has completed more than $42 billion in 
transactions. 

In 1991, Michael founded SkyGen Energy — a developer, owner, and operator of natural gas-fueled 
generating plants — which was purchased by Calpine Corporation in 2001. In connection with the sale, 
he was appointed to Calpine’s Board of Directors and became a senior executive at Calpine in addition to 
continuing in his role as CEO of SkyGen. 

Prior to forming SkyGen, Michael cofounded and was President of Indeck Energy Services Inc., where he 
led the development and �nancing of one of the �rst portfolios of independent power generating assets . 
Before this, he held various positions at Fluor Engineers, Brown Boveri Turbomachinery, and Bechtel Power 
Corporation.

Michael currently serves as a member of the Board of Directors at the University of Chicago, a member of 
the Board of Directors at the World Resources Institute, and a Chair of the Investment Committee at Energize 
Ventures. In 2002, he endowed the Center for Entrepreneurship at the University of Chicago Graduate 
School of Business. In 2016, he was appointed by President Barack Obama as a member of the United States 
Holocaust Memorial Council. 

Michael Polsky
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Clean Path New York 
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Invenergy

Education
MBA, University of Chicago

MS, Mechanical Engineering, 
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Gil Quiniones is responsible for developing and implementing the New York Power Authority’s strategic 
vision and mission and for supervising its operations, legal, and �nancial matters and relationships with 
external stakeholders.

Under his leadership, the Power Authority is playing a key role in the governor's Reforming the Energy Vision 
initiative to use market forces and new technology to empower customers and encourage the growth of 
clean renewable energy and energy e�ciency . 

Gil coordinated a successful e�ort by the Power Authority and other utilities to restore electric service to 
Puerto Rico after the devastating e�ects of Hurricane Maria in 2017. He has since led multifaceted initiatives 
to lay the groundwork for strengthening and modernizing the power grids in Puerto Rico and the US Virgin 
Island. He is well versed in the complexities and needs of the two Caribbean territories’ power systems and 
has directed the Power Authority’s work with their government-owned utilities to obtain federal approval and 
funding for a wide range of proposed system improvements.

In another major initiative, as a member of the New York Governor’s Cabinet, Gil directed the integration of 
the New York State Canal Corporation into the Power Authority as a subsidiary, and assumed responsibility 
for oversight of the 524-mile canal system, including the iconic Erie Canal. 

Before joining the Power Authority, Gil was Senior Vice President of the New York City Economic 
Development Corporation and the principal energy advisor to Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg. He previously 
worked for 13 years at the Consolidated Edison Company of New York and ConEdison Solutions, the utility’s 
unregulated energy services subsidiary, where he led pro�table revenue growth from $25 million to more 
than $600 million in four years.

Gil has held senior positions at GridWise Alliance, the Electric Power Research Institute, the Alliance to Save 
Energy, the Smart Electric Power Alliance, the New York Energy Research and Development Authority, and 
the Large Public Power Council.

Gil Quiniones
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